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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1American Literature-Enriched

Mrs. Harmon – Room 108
harmonla@hudson.k12.wi.us 

Mrs. Burke – Room 107
burkesj@hudson.k12.wi.us

“Many times the reading of a book has made the future of a man.” Ralph Waldo Emerson

“Read the best books first, or you may not have a chance to read them at all.”  -- Henry David Thoreau

Welcome!

COURSE OF STUDY

American literature is a full year course offered to juniors who express an interest in pursuing the study of English at a higher level. Both semesters are required graduation credits and encompass literature, composition, and vocabulary elements.  The course is a study of the historical background and development of our literature as a nation, with a focus on what makes the American understanding different from other perspectives around the globe.  Study will be guided by a series of five different themes (listed below) and their connection to literature throughout our nation’s history.  Students will read authors from a variety of regional and ethnic backgrounds and be able to assign them to their appropriate period in history based upon their subject matter, style, tone, etc.

In addition to in-class studies, students will read one novel per quarter outside of class, participate in literature group meetings, and prepare papers and projects relating to their books.
COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. Distinguish literary time periods by date, social characteristics, literary content, and technique.

2. Explain the events leading to each time period.

3. Respond to the eras through reading selections from each.

4. Relate, through comparison and/or contrast each time period to today.

5. Respond formally and informally to selections.

6. Increase vocabulary through individually tailored programs.

7. Place selections into the appropriate time period and justify the placement.

8. Define each unit’s theme.

9. Discuss the relevancy of each unit’s theme and the significance to today.

10. Identify literary techniques used in poetry, essay, speech, short story, novel, play, etc.

11. Present a formally written analysis on poetry, novel, short story, and play.

12. Use the library effectively for research.

13. Use parenthetical documentation correctly and effectively.

14. Compose a philosophical autobiography.

15. Listen patiently during discussion.

16. Experiment with different forms of original writing.

17. Relate an author’s writing to his/her personal background as well as to the society of the day.

18. Use grammar correctly and appropriately in formal and informal writing.

19. Feel comfortable and confident to offer opinions and interpretations during class discussion.

20. Present informal/creative interpretations of authors and literature.

THEMATIC UNITS
SEMESTER ONE

I. Literary Analysis—Writing About Literature
This is considered a “pre-unit,” in which we either revisit or introduce ways in which we read prose, poetry, and non-fiction. We will utilize a revised version of the “Successful Writing Handbook,” and read stories, poems, and essays with an analytical approach.

II. Introduction: Historical Background
This unit is important for establishing how American literature and history have evolved together. Studying the background of key authors and the historical development and events in American history is necessary before studying American literature thematically. Students will view a series of lectures (lectures are available online at Mrs. Harmon’s YouTube channel) on the historical eras (colonialism, nationalism, romanticism, transcendentalism, realism, regionalism & naturalism, early modernism, late modernism, post-modernism). Additionally, students will read sampling pieces of literature from each era to further aid in their understanding of each timeframe and its connection to the literature, as well as to show how the literature of the era affected historical developments.

(The works below represent a comprehensive list – we may not complete all of the material listed below.)
III. The Power of Nature 
A. “The Devil and Tom Walker” by Washington Irving (short story)

B. Selections from Emerson & Thoreau (essays & poetry)

C. Selections from Robert Frost & Walt Whitman (poetry)

D. “The Outcasts of Poker Flat” By Bret Harte (short story)

E. Moby Dick by Herman Melville (movie)

IV. Justice/Injustice
 A.  The Crucible by Arthur Miller (play)

B. “Disgraceful Persecution of a Boy” by Mark Twain (short story/satire)

C. “On Civil Disobedience” by Thoreau (essay)

D.  “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King Jr. (essay) 

SEMESTER TWO
V. American Dream/Nightmare 
A. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

B. Selections from Frederick Douglass

C. “I Hear American Singing” by Walt Whitman (poem)

D. “I, Too am America” by Langston Hughes (poem)

VI. Death/Mortality
A. Selections from Emily Dickinson & Edgar Allen Poe (poetry)

B. “War is Kind” by Stephen Crane (poem)

C. As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner (novel)

D. Our Town by Thorton Wilder (movie of theatrical production)

VII. Self/Autobiography/Personal Voices 
A. “What is Poetry”  and “I Am Waiting” by Lawrence Ferlinghetti (poems)

B. Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut (novel)
TEXTS
1. The Language of Literature
2. Selections taken from various sources.
3. Vocabulary Workshop Level H  – students will purchase for $10.00
4.   Various outside reading novels. – some may require purchase.

REQUIRED MATERIALS
 As high school students, you already know the routine— come to class prepared with:

· a writing utensil

· a notebook

· a binder for handouts (and there will be handouts).

· 2 sets of 8 dividers for your binder

· the required text and/or materials for the unit or activity 
Outside Reading — Novel Requirement:
Depending upon the quarter, you will either read one American novel from a specific reading list, or you will read the same novel as a class. I have a limited number of copies of some of the titles in the classroom, but other titles will require you to either locate the book in the school or public library, or in some cases, purchase the book.  Further instructions for the outside reading novel will be in a separate handout.   

Vocabulary Improvement
Each week we will work with vocabulary lists from Vocabulary Workshop Level H.  You will be required to purchase the books at the beginning of the year for $10.00.  You must have the money to school NO LATER THAN Monday, September 8.  You will perform your exercises in your book and take a quiz each week.  At the end of each section, there will be a cumulative vocabulary test.

Student Expectations
•
DO YOUR WORK ON TIME:  All major assignments must be completed in order to receive a passing grade. All homework is due at the beginning of class. Any late work (not including for excused absences) will result in a 50% grade reduction, and MUST be turned in by the NEXT class period.  Late work for excused absences MUST be turned in by the unit test/assessment.  It is your responsibility to get assignments for days that you miss.  For excused absences, you are allowed two days for each day you are absent (per school policy). It may be necessary to come in before or after school in order to make up work. Assignments given before your absence are due on the day of your return (this includes school functions, field trips, athletic events, etc.) See me to schedule make-ups on the day of your return.  
· BE ON TIME: I WILL MARK YOU TARDY—The office will give you detention after 3 tardies—no exceptions!
· CLASSROOM PASSES: When asking to use a pass, be sure to wait until an APPROPRIATE time (i.e. NOT in the middle of class discussion or lecture). In relation to that, passes are issued per our discretion. I will say “no” if your requests to leave class become excessive. Fill out your passes in PEN—I will not sign a pass that you have written in pencil.
· BEHAVE APPROPRIATELY:  Treat all with respect, including the teacher, the other students, and yourself.  If you choose to behave inappropriately in class, expect to be moved, to be removed, or to lose points.  
· DO NOT PLAGIARIZE OR CHEAT:  I do not tolerate plagiarism and/or cheating in any form.  If I catch you, it is an automatic zero. You are required to print, sign, and return a Plagiarism Policy sheet (located under “Basic Information” on the class web page) by the end of the second week of school. Also, we will be submitting all of our papers to turnitin.com. Details will follow. 
· USE CLASSTIME APPROPRIATELY: DO NOT work on assignments for other classes — I may confiscate your work (this includes calculators).  I expect you to work on English work in English class.
· EXTRA CREDIT: Don’t count on extra credit.  I may, however, have enrichment activities related to our current unit.  
· CELL PHONES: Unless I expressly say: “Take our your cell phones…” LEAVE YOUR CELL PHONE IN YOUR BACKPACK!! Leaving them on the table is a good way for me to acquire a new cell phone (especially if it’s a Galaxy—my husband really wants one of those…(
EVALUATIONS/ASSIGNMENTS
1. Notebook checks

2. Exams

3. Quizzes

4. Formal and informal writing

5. Daily assignments

6. Individual and group projects and presentations

7. Class participation

8. Final exams
GRADING SCALE
Quizzes, tests, and papers: 75% of your grade

Homework: 25% of your grade
93-100%=A

90-92%=A-
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86-83%=B

82-80%=B-
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[image: image3.wmf]
